
 
   

History at Ainthorpe 
History: The Curriculum Aims 
History plays a central role within the curriculum at DRET and is fundamental to our mission of creating aspirational and 
knowledge-rich pupils. Our knowledge-rich history curriculum, which follows the National Curriculum, is finely sequenced, 
cohesive and progressive which ensures knowledge builds on knowledge. Pupils will secure a significant historical 
perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts and understand connections between local, regional, 
national and international history. It ensures that pupils learn how to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh 
evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. As a result, they also begin to understand the complexity 
of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their 
own identity and the challenges of their time. Our ultimate intention is that, as a result of the above, pupils develop to be 
critical thinkers and responsible learners. 
 
As a result of the accumulation of rich knowledge, which connects pupils’ substantive knowledge and historical disciplinary 
concepts, pupils secure an unwavering foundation that will enable them to succeed in the next stage of their education.  

At the end of Foundation at 
Ainthorpe 
Pupils will gain a secure 
understanding of what history is, 
looking at how they have changed 
over time and why.  
 
Pupils will develop historical 
vocabulary and language.  
 
Furthermore, they will begin to explore 
wider history focusing on stories of 
important people to ensure a strong 
foundation of historical vocabulary and 
language. Together, these facilitate 
pupils to use and understand historical 
questioning.  

At the end of Key Stage 1 at Ainthorpe 
Pupils will become secure in the main 
stories of important individuals and how 
they developed and changed history.  
 
Pupils will develop their historical thinking 
by using and interpreting a range of 
sources to build an understanding of life 
in a different era. They will learn to 
construct historical explanations by 
selecting and using evidence, whilst 
comparing similarities and differences 
between societies of the past and 
present.  
 
As their knowledge grows, pupils will 
develop a deeper understanding of 
chronology, recognising how events, 
people and societies have changed over 
time. They will also begin to think critically 
about historical stories, considering how 
we know about the past and 
understanding that different sources and 
perspectives can shape our interpretation 
of history. 

At the end of Key Stage 2 at 
Ainthorpe 
Building on their previous learning, 
pupils will use and interpret a wider 
range of historical sources to develop a 
richer understanding of life in different 
periods of history. They will move 
beyond constructing simple historical 
explanations by selecting, interpreting 
and combining evidence to justify their 
ideas.  
 
Pupils will deepen their ability to 
compare societies by exploring both 
the similarities and the differences 
between past and present, considering 
the reasons for change over time.  
 
Their chronological understanding will 
broaden from British history alone to 
include a wider understanding of 
historical periods and their place within 
the past and present.  
 
As their historical thinking develops, 
pupils will also begin to think critically 
about the stories of the past, 
recognising that different sources and 
perspectives can influence how history 
is understood and interpreted. 

Pedagogy: Our approach for how the curriculum is taught 
Within our History curriculum there are four main elements that underpin how the curriculum is taught.  

- Storytelling is a critical aspect of the history discipline, initially, it serves as a gateway into new knowledge and a secure 
platform from which pupils can deepen and widen their knowledge.  

- Oracy, vocabulary, and verbalisation are embedded sequentially throughout the history curriculum to ensure the 
appropriate scope and depth.  All are explicitly taught, deliberately practiced, and rooted through retrieval practice. As a 
result, pupils are confident in their oral use of words in multiple oral and written contexts.  

- Dialogic style teaching that encourages teachers to ask open-ended questions that help children relate the story to their 
own experiences, promoting deep, interactive conversations and enhancing understanding. 

- Pupils gain a secure and cohesive understanding of each historical strand of learning through the teacher imparting 
knowledge and facts using the principles of direct instruction. This rigorous approach secures the progression of 
historical knowledge, both substantive and disciplinary.  

- Pupils gain a progressive understanding of historical concepts and methods. This ensures pupils are able to make 
connections, draw contrasts and trends, frame historically valid questions and explore how evidence is used to make 
history claims.  

 
Assessment of achievement 



 
We use a multi-faceted approach to assessment within history.  

• Assessment for learning is embedded within every lesson through skilled questioning, retrieval practice, live 
feedback and responsive teaching, enabling misconceptions to be identified and addressed immediately. 

• Teachers regularly assess pupils' ability to recall and connect prior learning, ensuring that both substantive 
knowledge and disciplinary concepts are retained and built upon over time. 

• Pupil voice is used to provide evidence that pupils know, understand and remember more, allowing children to 
articulate their historical understanding using appropriate vocabulary and concepts. 

• Historical writing provides opportunities for pupils to independently apply their substantive knowledge and disciplinary 
thinking to answer historical enquiries. This is underpinned by rich discussion, oracy and the verbal justification of 
ideas before writing. 

• Teachers assess pupils' use of historical evidence, chronology, comparison and interpretation to ensure they are 
developing as increasingly confident historians. 

• End-of-unit outcomes and enquiry questions provide opportunities for pupils to synthesise their learning, 
demonstrating their understanding through independent application rather than simple recall. 

Cultural Capital 
Enrichment is an essential part of the DRET History Curriculum 
which provides pupils with discrete time to focus and deepen 
their learning, they provide opportunities for new experiences 
as well as nurturing and developing a thirst for learning. This is 
achieved through: external visitors, off-site visits, a range of 
practical artefacts, whole school immersive days and extra-
curricular activities available for all. 
 
Possible enrichment activities include: 
Steet Life Museum in Hull City Centre (Y2 U2 ‘Important 
Woman’ – focus on Amy Johnson). 
Beverley Gate in Hull City Centre (Y2 U1 ‘Rebellion’ – focus on 
John Hotham and his refusal to let King Charles I enter the 
city). 
The National Picture Theatre in Hull (Y6 U2 ‘WW2’ – focus on 
how Hull has had to be rebuilt after WW2) Bombed WW2 Hull 
cinema to reopen after 85 years - BBC News. 
Romans in Britain workshop (Y4 U2 ‘Romans in Britain’) Your 
Day - Roman Britain Schools Workshop. 
 

Career Professional Development 
We develop strong subject knowledge amongst all staff 
which is achieved through; comprehensive middle 
leadership development, a focus on developing all 
teachers’ subject knowledge and historical pedagogy. All 
staff benefit from implementing the high-quality planning 
resources provided by the Trust yet amended to meet the 
needs of all pupils.  

 
 
History Curriculum Overview: 
 

Year  Autumn 1  Autumn 
2  

Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 
2  

Nursery  

  

 

  

 

  

 

Reception 

   

Year 1 

My history 
 

My Community 
 

Rags to Riches 
 

Year 2 

Rebellion 
 

Important Women 
 

Explorers and 
Invaders 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c3v4z79r9l2o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c3v4z79r9l2o
https://romanbritainschoolsworkshop.co.uk/your-day/
https://romanbritainschoolsworkshop.co.uk/your-day/


 
Year 3 

Ancient Egypt 
 

Early Britain 
 

Ancient Greece 
 

Year 4 

Ancient Rome 
 

Romans in Britain 
Trade 

through Time 
 

Year 5 
Early civilization in 

the Americas 
 

Anglo Saxons 
 

Vikings 
 

Year 6 

Migration 
 

WW2 
 

Civil Rights 
 

 


