
 

Religious Education at Ainthorpe Primary  
Aims of Religious Education 
The purpose of RE is to develop religious literacy. The essential outcomes for RE are therefore related to the 
knowledge and understanding of religion and world views and are rooted in a multi-disciplinary understanding of the 
subject. This provides a balance, ensuring that pupils are seeing religion and world views through different eyes, and 
places RE within a strong, and well-established academic tradition.  
Religious Education (RE) is built on three main areas of study: theology, philosophy, and social sciences.  
• Theology: Studying religions, beliefs, and teachings. 
• Philosophy: Thinking deeply about big questions, morals, and existence. 
• Human/Social sciences: Looking at how religion affects people, culture, and society. 
At Ainthorpe we follow the Jigsaw RE scheme of work. 
At the end of Foundation at 
Ainthorpe 
Children will understand that in our 
school, country and world; people 
follow different religions/faiths. They 
will also understand that while we all 
have different beliefs there are many 
similarities between different religions 
and there is no right or wrong way to 
have a belief. Children will be able to 
ask questions about what people 
believe and will be introduced to 
stories from different religions. 
Children will understand what 
Christmas and Easter is and begin to 
understand why it is celebrated by 
our country and others in the world. 
They will also have looked at and 
celebrated different festivals in other 
religions. 
 

At the end of Key Stage 1 at 
Ainthorpe 
Children will build on their learning 
from EYFS and look in more depth at 
the following religions Christianity, 
Islam, Sikhism, Hinduism, Judaism 
and Buddhism by learning about the 
main beliefs and teaching: including 
how each religion encourages its 
followers to live their lives while 
carrying out and showing their faiths’ 
beliefs.  
They will also recognise that 
everyone has a right to believe 
differently and that other points of 
view should be respected. 
They will also look at Humanism and 
what that means as an alternative to 
'traditional' religions.  
 

At the end of Key Stage 2 at 
Ainthorpe 
Children will learn that different 
religions/faiths have their own set of 
values and they need to show 
respect and understanding for these 
differences. They will apply 
knowledge from the primary phase to 
think critically about religious beliefs 
and values and relate them to their 
own lives and beliefs. They will also 
recognise that everyone has a right 
to believe differently and other points 
of view should be respected.   
 Children will make links and 
compare sacred writing and stories, 
beliefs and practises from the six 
main religions and express their own 
views in a respectful way. They will 
be able to express views as to why 
belonging to a faith community is 
valuable to faith members and apply 
this to their own values or ethos. 
In Upper Key Stage 2, children learn 
about the Baha'i faith and Ethical 
veganism. 

Our Pedagogical Approach in RE 
Jigsaw RE uses a four-step learning model. The four steps are:  

• Engagement: the children’s own human experience is explored to act as bridge from their world (which may or may 
not include religion) into the world of the religion being studied.  Teachers will explore these lived experiences through 
rich discussions and sharing of ideas. 

• Investigation: the teacher will guide the children to explore and investigate appropriate subject knowledge relevant to 
the question of enquiry. Teachers will teach substantive knowledge about the beliefs, practices, and texts of a specific 
religion or worldview to understand how and why followers live as they do. This will be taught through a balance of 
explicit instruction, modelling, guided practice and independent application. Teachers will encourage the use of stories 
and creative approaches in RE such as drama techniques and links to art. 

• Evaluation: This stage develops critical thinking and analysis as pupils are guided to weigh up evidence and reach 
informed conclusions. Teachers may encourage pupils to do this on their own, with a partner or in groups, encouraging 
healthy debate. 

• Expression: This refers the children back to the starting point of their own experience and allows them to reflect on 
whether their findings have influenced their own thinking. Teachers will foster a safe dialogic learning environment for 
pupils. 

Achievement and Assessment 
We use a multi-faceted approach to assessment within RE.  

• The big question is explored at the beginning of the unit and revisited at the end. 
• Retrieval practice takes place in every lesson. 
• Assessment for learning is used within each lesson through skilful use of questioning and live feedback.  
• Planned end of unit assessment tasks, including discussions can be used to assess the children’s 
understanding of the unit. 



• Summative assessment is carried out at the end of units as appropriate to the year group. 

Cultural Capital 
Enrichment is an essential part of the DRET RE 
Curriculum which provides pupils with discrete 
time to focus and deepen their learning, they 
provide opportunities for new experiences as well 
as nurturing and developing a thirst for learning.  
This is achieved through: external visitors from 
different faith groups, visits to places of worship, 
sharing prayer occasions in Islam and 
Christianity, celebrating religious festivals such as 
Diwali, Christmas, Eid and Chinese New Year, 
exploring a range of religious artefacts and whole 
school immersive days. 

Career Professional Development 
We develop strong subject knowledge amongst all staff which is 
achieved through; comprehensive middle leadership 
development, a focus on developing all teachers’ subject 
knowledge and pedagogy within RE.  
RE Leads meet via Trust curriculum communities and can seek 
support from the RE Primary Lead and Jigsaw Advisors.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 At” 
Expectation  

Most children 
are expected 
to reach 
these:  

Green Descriptors:  
Personal resonance with or 

reflection on the 
concept/belief underlying 
the subject matter of the 

enquiry.  
The child’s own thoughts, 
opinions, belief, empathy.  
(Personal development)  

Blue Descriptors:  
Knowledge and 

understanding of the subject 
matter of that enquiry 
(substantive/ subject 
knowledge)  

Red Descriptors  
Skills of evaluation, research, 
critical thinking in relation to the 

enquiry question (disciplinary 
knowledge)  

Age 7  

I can tell you/talk about 
what concepts like 

belonging, commitment, 
kindness, forgiveness, 
sacrifice, belief mean to me 

in my world.  
I can verbalise and/or 
express my own thoughts 

and feelings.  

I can recall knowledge about 

the worldviews I have 
studied, begin to use the 
religious vocabulary and start 

to explain the significance 
and meaning of the learning, 
practices etc.  

I can start to think through the 
enquiry question using some 
knowledge and am beginning to 

see there could be more than 
one answer.  

Age 9  
I can tell you/talk about the 

concept/belief e.g. 

I can recall knowledge about 

the worldviews I have 

I can apply my knowledge to the 

enquiry question and give an 



belonging and start to relate 
this to the worldview I am 

studying e.g. Jews  
I can express my own 
opinions and start to 
support them with 

rationales.   

studied, select the knowledge 
that is most significant to the 

enquiry and start to explain 
its relevance and 
importance.  

answer supported by my one or 
more elements of the knowledge 

gained in the enquiry from 
appropriate sources.  

Age 11  

I can explain how this 
concept/belief e.g. 
forgiveness resonates in my 
own life and can also see 

this might be different for 
other people because of 
their worldview.  

I can express my own 
thoughts and feelings, 
having reflected on them  

I can recall knowledge about 
worldviews and explain 
differences in practice and 

interpretation within and 
between worldviews.  

I can weigh up evidence from 

different sources and consider 
different aspects, the diversity of 
different beliefs and the 
knowledge learnt in the enquiry 

and express my answer 
supported by evidence and/or a 
rationale.  

  

 


