
 

 

ART At Ainthorpe 

 AIM 

At Ainthorpe, Art is a subject which is highly valued as we believe it is an integral part of our pupils’ 

education. It engages and challenges all our pupils and embodies some of the highest forms of human 

creativity. We believe that art unlocks our pupils’ full potential, allowing them to express their creativity 

and supporting their mental health, which are key to our school ethos. We feel that art gives our pupils 

their own voice, a sense of escapism and provides them with the opportunity to see the world around 

them in a different light. To tap into our pupils’ creativity and truly unlock their potential, we strive to 

provide outstanding opportunities and reflect our school culture and community through the artists we 

choose. 

By the end of Foundation 

Stage at DRET Primary 

Schools 

Use drawing, painting and 

sculpture to develop and share 

their ideas, experiences and 

imagination. 

Develop a wide range of art 

and design techniques in using 

colour, pattern, texture, line, 

shape, form and space 

 

 

By the end of Key Stage 1 at DRET 

Primary Schools 

Use drawing, painting and sculpture to 

develop and share their ideas, 

experiences and imagination. 

Develop a wide range of art and 

design techniques in using colour, 

pattern, texture, line, shape, form and 

space  

Know about the work of a range of 

artists, craft makers and designers, 

describing the differences and 

similarities between different practices 

and disciplines, and making links to 

their own work. 

By the end of Key Stage 2 at 

DRET Primary Schools 

Create sketch books to record their 

observations and use them to 

review and revisit ideas  

Improve their mastery of art and 

design techniques, including 

drawing, painting and sculpture with 

a range of materials [for example, 

pencil, charcoal, paint, clay. 

Know about great artists, architects 

and designers in history. 

 

APPROACH  

Pedagogy: Teaching Art 

Teachers explicitly model drawing, painting, colour theory, shading and sculpture, introducing new skills in 

small steps through guided practice before independent application. Teachers use retrieval, questioning and 

regular review to secure knowledge and check understanding. They teach pupils to analyse, evaluate and 

critique artwork using subject-specific vocabulary while making explicit links between art, culture and history. 

Carefully selected artists broaden pupils' cultural understanding and provide positive role models.   

ACHIEVEMENT 

Assessment Approach 

Our Ainthorpe Primary Art curriculum ensures that multi-faceted assessment opportunities are embedded 

through: 

• Retrieval Practice: Revisiting key knowledge and vocabulary at the start of each lesson. 

 

• Assessment for Learning: Using questioning, discussion and feedback to check understanding and 

support progress. 

 

• Pupil Voice: Verifying pupils’ understanding and mastery over time. 

 



 

• Product Outcomes: Assessing finished artwork against the skills taught. 

Cultural Capital 

Enrichment and extracurricular Art events are an 

essential part of the Ainthorpe Art Curriculum, 

providing pupils with extended opportunities to 

focus on and deepen their learning. 

We use a multi-faceted approach to enrichment 

within art, which includes: 

• Visits to local and national Art galleries. 

• Access to after-school arts, crafts and 

textiles clubs. 

• An end-of-year art show shared with the 

local community. 

• All Year 4 pupils taking part in the National 

Gallery’s Take One Picture Project. 

 

  

 

Career Professional Development 

We develop strong subject knowledge amongst all staff 

through comprehensive middle leadership development, 

a focus on developing all teachers’ subject knowledge 

and Art pedagogy, and access to high-quality planning 

resources. All staff benefit from implementing the 

resources provided by the Trust, which can be adapted 

to meet the needs of all pupils. 

Staff also benefit from CPD opportunities linked to 

initiatives such as the National Gallery’s Take One 

Picture Project, further developing their confidence and 

expertise in delivering high-quality Art provision. 

 

 


