French at Ainthorpe Primary School

French

At Ainthorpe Primary, learning languages is a key part of our curriculum that helps broaden students'
horizons and enrich their education. Studying a foreign language opens up new cultures and
perspectives while also deepening pupils’ understanding of English through grammar and word origins.
Our language curriculum nurtures curiosity about the world, both past and present, and encourages
pupils to communicate their thoughts and ideas clearly in another language, through speaking and
writing. We focus on developing the core skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing, ensuring
children can use their language learning confidently in different contexts. This foundation supports
ongoing language development and prepares pupils for future learning opportunities.

Strands of Learning

Our French curriculum starts formally in Year 3 and builds progressively across Key Stage 2 (Years 3 to
6). It focuses on seven core strands:

* Listening

» Speaking

* Reading

» Writing

* Phonology

* Grammar

* Intercultural Awareness

These skills develop steadily throughout the school year and across all four year groups, with regular
revision of previous learning to ensure strong language mastery. Younger children in Foundation Stage
and Key Stage 1 also experience languages through learning simple greetings and the days of the
week, introducing them to language learning early on.

By the end of Key stage 2

By the end of Key Stage 2, we aim for all pupils to:

e Understand and respond to spoken and written language from a range of authentic sources.

e Speak with growing confidence, fluency, and spontaneity, expressing themselves clearly through
discussion, asking questions, and improving their pronunciation and intonation.

e Write for different purposes and audiences, using a variety of grammatical structures they have
learned.

e Discover and develop an appreciation of the culture behind the language.

Assessment and Feedback
e Assessment in MFL includes end-of-unit quizzes designed to support and monitor children’s
understanding, with feedback given during lessons following the whole-school live marking
policy.
e Teachers use assessment for learning (AfL) and these quizzes to tailor future lessons, ensuring
all pupils have a solid grasp of prior knowledge before moving on to new material




Enrichment

\We begin the year by celebrating European Day of Languages, encouraging pupils to share and
celebrate the languages spoken at home. Throughout the year, we highlight the use of language in
different contexts, including Black History Month, Art and Music Week, and Bastille Day, enriching
pupils’ understanding and appreciation of languages and cultures.

Career Professional Development

We develop a subject knowledge amongst all staff which is achieved through; comprehensive middle
leadership development, a focus on developing all teachers’ subject knowledge and the provision of

high-quality planning resources.

Year 1

Year 2

Greetings
Vocabulary from a song
Taking Register

Greetings

Vocabulary from a song
Taking Register
Classroom phrases

Year 3 Year 4

Greetings Punctuation

Numbers 0-6 Questions, answers and sentence building
Classroom phrases Further adjectives

Adjectives Vocabulary for a game

Vocabulary for sentence building
Phrase of celebration
Numbers 7-10

Vocabulary for spelling skills
Verbs

Adverbs

Asking politely Numbers 11-31
Masculine and feminine nouns
Punctuation

Vocabulary from a song
Taking Register

Responding to questions
Days of the week

Masculine nouns

Feminine nouns

Adjectives that precede the noun
Sentence starters

Verbs

Punctuation

Months

Definite article

Vocabulary from a song
Questions and answers

Year 5

Year 6

Phrases of celebration / greeting
Towns in France

Masculine nouns

Feminine nouns

French food

Healthy food

Expression opinion

Adjectives that precede the noun
Expressions of annoyance, impatience,
disappointment, frustration, disbelief, joy,
disagreement.

Verbs

Adverbs of place/sentence starters
Adverbs of time/fluency

Asking questions
Simple negatives
Immediate future tense
Subject pronoun
Disjunctive pronouns
Numbers 32 — 60
Conjunction

Telling the time
Relative pronoun




